The diagnostic properties of laboratory tests for rabies.
We have prospectively followed 915 victims bitten by 664 dogs between January 1984 and December 1985 to assess death and severe neurological disability. These dogs were brought either by the owner or bite victims to Ta Pra Diagnostic Centre for detection of rabies. Each patient was followed every three months by mail for at least one year after the bite. In addition, intensive follow-up in the community was undertaken on 235 patients who failed to respond to mail follow-up, all 23 who reported events as well as 523 of the 720 mail-responders. Hospital records were examined for all patients requiring treatment. All patients with non-fatal events were also examined at the university hospital. Blind independent comparison of the three diagnostic tests (Sellers stain, fluorescent antibody test and mouse inoculation test) for the presence or absence of rabies in animal brains were performed to assess the accuracy of local routine diagnostic test methods. In case of disagreement between test methods, the result on mouse inoculation was considered definitive for the presence or absence of rabies. Test results were mailed to all victims. Seven hundred and twenty out of 955 subjects responded to the mail follow-up giving a response rate of 75.4%. Intensive follow-ups were successful in all subjects who responded. Of 235 subjects who did not respond to the mail follow-up, only 195 (83%) were located. The remaining 40 bite victims who did not respond to mail follow-up and could not be located were all bitten by animals who did not have rabies.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)